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MARTIN SWALE 
 
Martin was born in Birmingham in 1934, lived in 
Bromham, Beds, during the war and moved to Halifax 
after the war when his father was appointed Headmaster 
of Heath Grammar School in Halifax.  So as not to be in 
their father’s school, Martin and his brothers went to 
Bradford Grammar School and while in the sixth form 
there he met Sheila, who was in the sixth form at 
Bradford Girls’ Grammar School. 
 
Military Career 
From school, Martin went to Sandhurst and was then 
commissioned into the Royal Army Service Corps, which 
later became the Royal Corps of Transport.  He was 
posted to a Transport Company in Germany and Sheila 
and he were married a year or two later in 1957.  On 
returning to the UK Martin sailed as Lieutenant then 
Captain of an LCT (Landing Craft Tank) supplying the 
ranges on St. Kilda out of Cairn Ryan in Scotland.  Sheila 
was living on the Isle of Wight where Catherine was born 
(They flew a nappy on the mainmast up in Scotland in 
celebration!).   
 
After this tour Martin briefly left the Army but soon came 
back in and was posted to North Devon, where he worked 
with the DUKWs near Westward Ho, and a year or two 
later was posted to Bielefeld in Germany.  Their son 
Michael had been born in the UK and another daughter 
Ann was born in Germany. 
 
After nearly three years they came back to the UK and, 
following the Long Transport Course, Martin was posted 
to Marchwood Military Port outside Southampton. In 
early 1969 they went out to Seremban in Malaysia where 
he was a Staff Officer with the Army Air Corps, which 
flew helicopters and light aircraft up and down Malaysia,  
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and nine months later, as that was closing down, moved 
down to a Staff Job in Singapore.   
In April 1971 they came back to Europe and spent an 
enjoyable three years in the Netherlands at the 
international Headquarters AFCENT (Allied Forces 
Central Europe). They then returned to serve another 
three years in Marchwood. 
 
After this Martin left the Army and embarked on a 
second career working for Associated British Ports 
(formerly the British Transport Docks Board) and came 
to King’s Lynn as Principal of the Staff College in St Ann 
Street.  Some years later when that closed he became 
Group Training Manager for ABP.  He was also Chairman 
of British Ports Industry Training Ltd – The National 
Training Organisation of the UK Ports Industry and a 
Fellow of the Charted Institute of Logistics and 
Transport. 
 
Scouting 
Martin had been involved in Scouting for most of his life. 
On coming to Norfolk he was Assistant District  
Commissioner/Leader Training in King’s Lynn, then  
Assistant County Commissioner/Leader Training and  
finally County Commissioner for Norfolk.  He served in  
that capacity for seven years during which time he was  
instrumental in setting up the Eaton Vale Activity Centre  
and the Norfolk International Jamboree.   
He was also Chairman of the King George V1 Memorial 
Training Fund, Chairman of North West Norfolk Scout 
District and a County Vice- President. 
 
 
The above kindly supplied by Sheila Swale and family for publication on the  
JCBarrett (Photographic) website: 
www.jcbarrettphotographic.co.uk/abp_obituary.html   
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SSAFA Forces Help 
On retiring fifteen years ago he became a Caseworker  
and Divisional Secretary for West Norfolk, heading a  
team of Caseworkers working to source funding to help 
Ex-Service men and women and their dependents in 
need of financial assistance. He was also Branch IT  
Co-Ordinator. He retired a few weeks ago when he was  
over eighty and in poor health. 
 
Life in this village  
Martin and Sheila came to Rudham almost thirty years 
ago after thirty years spent moving around the world and 
eight years living in King’s Lynn and soon got involved in 
village life. 
Martin was a Parish Councillor for four years and has 
been a Trustee for many years of the Rudham Fuel 
Charities.  He was on the Board of Governors of Rudham 
Primary School for two years and Chairman of the Board 
for ten years  
He was also Church Treasurer for five years.  He was a 
driver and organiser for the Rudhams Prescription 
Collection Service for several years until the surgery took 
over the medicine delivery in 2012. 
He has been a Volunteer Driver for the Gt Massingham 
Area Community Car Scheme since the start and, while 
not on the Committee himself, he was a huge help and 
support to the Chairman and members of the Committee.  
Until recently he was still driving. 
In 2012 Martin received the Mayor’s Civic Award for 
Voluntary Service in recognition of outstanding service 
for the benefit of the community 
 
He adored and was immensely proud of his three 
children and six grandchildren.  They all live in the North 
of England and Scotland but come to Norfolk two or 
three times a year and until recently Sheila and he used 
to go up North each year to visit them.    


